27N

-x‘:... . r, -
b - TE S N

R - - {
[}

:5"3

HAGARA COUNTY 1985 DEC -2 £ 3 09005 0B 12 2 Ol

: o0 BN RS b
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VoLt GR'0 Grsle DIRZCTOR'S 370
HUMAN RESOURCES BUILDING Ml o el
MAIN POST OFFICE BOX 428
10th AND EAST FALLS STREET
NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 14302

November 26, 1985

Mr. Steven Luftig, P.E.

Deputy Director '

United States Environmenial Protection Agency
Emergency and Remediaf Response Division

26 Federal Plaza

New York, NY 10278

Dear M. Luftig:

This department has neceived and reviewed a copy of "Presentation of Anafytical
Data from Great Lakes Carbon Conporation, Niagara Falls, NY", which was prepared
by NUS for EPA. We have the foflowing comments on this report: '

1. 1t is noted that the §i&f area is Largely uncovered and unpaved.
1t is also noted that efevated contaminant Levels are noted 4in
shallow samples of the §ilf material. Since this area 4s used by
plant personnel as a material and product storage area, there appears
2o be a potential for exposure of workens to conlaminants present
here. 1t is our necommendation that a copy o4 the zeport be trans-
mitted to the New York State Department of Labor 40 that they can
determine whether or not any OSHA on other workplace related
standards have been exceeded.

2. 1t is noted that elevated PNA concentrations were found in samples
NY99-SEDZ, NY99-53 and NY99-54. These samples were Laken off the
actual disposal area. Since the concentrations of the various PNA
parameters are roughly proportionate to the concentrations found in
samples from the §iL€ area (NY99-51), there appears o be strong .
evidence that these contaminants have migrated grom the disposal area.
1t 45 also noted that samples taken at the "Basic Carbon Site",
which is on adjacent property, show a similar "fingerprint” of
contaminants. Since the history of the Basic Carbon Site L& only
vaguely known, it cannot be deduced whether on not these contaminants
nepresent deposition of similan wastes at the Basic Carbon Site or
migration g§rom the Great Lakes Carbon Site. S
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Based on the available data, it is not possible to conclude what .. . .
mechanism {5 nesponsible 50/1 the contaminants found in sampfes

S2, 83, S4 and Sed 2 being transponted o these Locations lassuming
that migration has in fact occurred). The possible mechanisms could

Anclude transpont of sediment particles via surface nunoff, migration

of contaminants via groundwater on direct deposition of wastes at
these Locations. 04 thue_, the transport of sediment §rom the sdite
to the sample Locations by surface runodf or erosion seems most Likely.

1t i noted that contaminition was found (in sediment) at the inlet

to the 60th Street stonm sewer. It is noted that this sewer discharges
directly to the Niagara River above the Niagara Falls Municipal water
intakes. Furthen investigation of the possible implications of thue
contaminants should be consdidered.

1t 4’,5 noted that barium was detected 4in both the surface water
samples in the "smll creek" as well as in one of two sediment
samples in this creek. 1t 44 noted that this creek contains nunoff
Mom the CECOS and Necco Park properties. 1t 448 noted that baiium
48 known 20 be present at Necco Park. 1t is also noted that while
the high pH Lypically present in the CECOS/Necco Park aunoff tends
to minimize the soluability of most metals and theregfore make it
un&kdy that they would appean in this nunoff, barium generally
remains soluable under such conditions. We necommend that the
possibility of contaminants migrating from the CECOS/Necco Park area
via this noute be further expfored. The work currently being done
gon DuPont by woodwand -Clyde Consultants may be of some use hexre.

Since public access to the disposal area is controlled and since
ghoundwater is not Locally used as a drinking water supply, it appears
Zhat if a route of pubfic exposure &8 present, it would be via airboane

particulates. The possibility of minimizing poteatial dusting (via

coverning, use 04 a palliative, ete.) should be exploaed

The Great Lakes Carbon Company should be given a copy of the report
if they have not already been provided a copy. :

This department believes that sufficient justification exists to
proceed with the installation of the Phase 11 well cluster Located
north of the Great Lakes Carbon site as shown on Figure 3-1 of "Woxrk
Plan fox Investigation o4 Potential Point Sources of Groundwater Con-
tamination in Magm Falls, NYy". 4
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We will be happy to elaborate on any of the above points on to answer any
questions at (716) 284-3125. |

Sincerely !

Michael E. Hopkins
Ass't. Public Health Engineer

MEH:cs

ce: Mr. P. Buechi
Mr. J. Anderson
Ms. L. Rusin
Mr. R. Tramantano




